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ILLINOIS STATE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION  

September/October 2009 · Volume 91  Number 5 

The ISBA Announces Date for 2009 Annual Fall Meeting ~ November 7, 2009 
 
 The ISBA Board of Directors has approved the date of Saturday, November 7 for its 2009 
Annual Fall Meeting.  Save the date on your calendar and plan on joining us for this informative, all 
day meeting. The meeting will once again be hosted at the Illinois Department of Agriculture head-
quarters building, located on the State Fair Grounds in Springfield, IL. The day will be full of pres-
entations, raffles, fellowship and a catered lunch! 
 
 Place - the Department of Agriculture facility is: 801 East Sangamon Avenue in Springfield.
 Time  - 8:30 am until 4:00 pm. 
  No pre-registration is needed – simply register upon your arrival! 
  There will be a small registration fee. 
  Lunch will be available for a small, additional fee or you may decide to visit a local  
   restaurant during the lunch 
As additional information becomes available, it will be posted to www.isba.us within the News and 
Events section.  β 

Keynote Speaker for Fall Meeting Announced 
 
 The keynote speaker for our November meeting will be Law-
rence DuBose from Carol Stream, Illinois. Lawrence started beekeep-
ing in 1933 with a two pound package he ordered from the Sears Roe-
buck store. Lawrence has a PhD in Civil Engineering and served as a 
Captain in the Army earning a Combat Infantry Badge as well as a 
Purple Heart. Currently Lawrence is following the recent research in 
Colony Collapse Disorder and he will present his findings at our No-
vember meeting. 
  
Learn more about Lawrence DuBose at http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=318770.  β 

Springfield—November 7, 2009 
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 ISBA - Beekeeper of the Year Candidate Search 
 
 The Illinois State Beekeepers Association is proud to announce the ISBA Beekeeper of the Year Pro-
gram for 2009. This program is designed to recognize, on a yearly basis, an Illinois Beekeeper who most illus-
trates and exemplifies the key objectives of the ISBA, to promote: 
 
♦ Interest in Honey Bees and Beekeeping by encouraging good Beekeeping practices in Illinois 
♦ The utilization of Honey Bees for pollination of agricultural crops 
♦ The dissemination of information about Honey Bees and Beekeeping 
 
 If you know a Beekeeper who exemplifies these objectives, is a member of the ISBA and a resident of 
the state of Illinois, we want to hear from you! The initial 
selection of Beekeeper of the Year candidates relies upon 
you, the ISBA membership! If you would like to nominate 
someone for this prestigious award, please send the follow-
ing information to the ISBA Beekeeper of the Year Chair-
person via e-mail no later than October 2, 2009.  
 Please send a description of why you feel the candi-
date should be designated the ISBA Beekeeper of the Year 
(see qualifications above) to ISBA Beekeeper of the Year 
Chairperson:  Ken Haller at  vikinghoneyfarm@comcast.net.  Include your name, e-mail address and phone 
number and  the name, e-mail address and phone number of the candidate.  β 
 

Help!  I Have A Bee Problem 
 
 How many times have you gotten this phone call?  As soon as you become known as a beekeeper, you 
begin getting calls looking for help with swarms and bees in the walls…  even though they are often yellow 
jackets.  If you are receptive to getting these requests for help, Ken Haller—the ISBA web guru—is going to be 
posting a list of “bee catchers” on ISBA.US.  Drop him an email at vikinghoneyfarm@comcast.net.   
 It is a challenge, a service to your community, a source of free bees, and sometime brings in a little extra 
cash.  People are amazed at what you do.  You are considered an environmental hero.   
 When contacting Ken, let him know if you are interested only in swarms or if you are willing to remove 
bees from structures.  Include your city of residence and where you are willing to go to pick up bees.β 

Nominate your 
choice for Beekeeper 

of the year! 

YAHOO!  Be a part of the group 
 
Are you part of the ISBA Yahoo group?  If not, why not?  It keeps you in the loop on the 
happening in Illinois Beekeeping.  Do you have a question?  Whan some advice?  Need to 
know where to buy a bee grappler?  Ask the group.  To become a part of the ISBA Yahoo 
group send an email message to: 
 

illinoisstatebeekeepersassociation-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
 
See you there!  β 

mailto:vikinghoneyfarm@comcast.net�
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 On September 26 there will be a meeting 
sponsored by the Illinois Queen Initiative (IQI, 
formerly known as the Illinois Queen Project) at 
the Farm Bureau in Bloomington, Illinois. The IQI 
goals include greatly increasing production of Illi-
nois queens and nucs for sale so that Illinois bee-
keepers can have productive, disease resistant 
colonies that over-winter well in our climate. The 

purposes of the meeting in-
clude the following: 
 
 1. To trouble shoot 
queen raising efforts by 
those who took one of the 

two queen rearing classes taught by Dr. Joe Lat-
shaw in April at either David Burns� apiary or at 
the Byron Forest Preserve. We will discuss suc-
cesses and challenges and share helpful informa-
tion, including the Cloake Board method of cell 
starting and finishing and other variations on pro-
ducing queens. We will also have a demonstration 
of testing for hygienic behavior, which is relatively 
simple and should be used by all those who wish 
to produce quality queens. 
 2. To identify those beekeeping associa-
tions that might be interested in sponsoring queen 
rearing workshops like those offered last year.  

 This meeting is for intended for two groups 
of persons: 
 1. Those 32 persons who took one of the two 
queen rearing classes last April.  
 2. Representatives of beekeeping associa-
tions that might be interested in sponsoring queen 
rearing workshops. (The workshops are intended 
primarily for those who plan to raise queens for sale 
to other beekeepers in addition to their own needs.) 
At this stage we are not looking for a solid commit-
ment but wish to gauge the level of interest in spon-
sorship. During the meeting we will explain what 
will be needed in order to sponsor a successful 
queen rearing course. Eventual decisions will be 
made on geographical considerations and on which 
associations evidence capability to sponsor a work-
shop. 
 If you believe that your association has the 
interest and resources, including a location for a 
small (even temporary) apiary adjacent to a class-
room setting in which cell grafting could be carried 
out, we are inviting your organization to send 1-3 
representatives who could share information with 
the association members and leaders. Due to time 
limitations, this meeting will not be teaching the ba-
sics of queen rearing per se. These will be covered in 
next year’s queen rearing classes.  β 

Queen breeders’ Meeting 

 

Those Cute Little Beetles 
Larry Krengel 

 
 I had my first encounter with the small hive beetle in the spring of 2008.  
They seemed to be harmless enough.  There were a few dozen of them below and 
on top of the inner cover.  They were still there in the spring of 2009—yet I found 
no apparent damage to the comb. But…  I have heard the horror stories. 
 Just to check my identification, I sent a sample to the USDA lab in Belts-
ville, MD.  They agreed.  I had found small hive beetles. 
 I recalled a visit from Dr. Jamie Ellis at one of our Springfield meetings.  
He was involved in research involving the use of nematodes to control small hive 
beetles.  A quick email got me the nematode’s name—Steinernema Riobrave— and a source, Southeastern In-
sectaries in Perry, GA.   Following the directions from Southeastern Insectaries I applied six million micro-
scopic nematodes to the soil around the hives.   
 Now this is far from scientific evidence, but when the hives were inspected during the last week of Au-
gust, there was not a small hive beetle to be found.  Is it a cure for small hive beetle infestation?  I doubt it.  
But this beekeeper is happy.  β 
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ILLINOIS STATE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 
Rita Taylor, Secretary 
4274 Taylor Homestead Road 
Pleasant Plains, IL  62677-4024 

Membership in the Illinois State Beekeepers Association is open to 
all persons interested in bees and beekeeping.  Beekeepers are urged 
to join through their local associations.  Dues for 2009 are $10 for 
the calendar year January 1 through December 31 only.  Dues in-
clude a subscription to this newsletter, the ISBA Bulletin.  Beekeep-
ing journals are available at about 25% discount to members as 
listed below; rates are subject to change without prior notice.  Make 
checks payable to: Illinois State Beekeepers Association and mail 
to:  Rita Taylor, Secretary, 4274 Taylor Homestead Road, Pleasant 
Plains, IL  62677-4024 
 
Please indicate new or renewal subscription when ordering journals. 
 
Address Changes: Send old and new address six weeks prior to date 
of change when practical to the association secretary. 
 
Reduced Journal Rates for 2009 (members only) 

 1 yr 2 yr 3 yr 

American 
Bee Journal 19.10 36.15 50.95 

Bee Culture 21.00 38.00 N/A 

The Speedy 
Bee 13.25 25.25 34.00 

Immediate Past President 
Ken Haller 
627 S. Saylor Avenue 
Elmhurst, IL  60126 
630 359 3991  
kenhaller@comcast.net  
 
President 
William Buckley 
6525 S. Western Avenue 
Willowbrook, IL  60527 
630 654 1867 
dotbuckbee@att.net 
 
Secretary 
Rita Taylor 
4274 Taylor Homestead Road 
Pleasant Plains, IL  62677-4024 
217 626 1319 
rtaylor39@hughes.net 
 
Treasurer 
Udell Meyer 
8844 Trio Lane 
Edwardsville, IL  62025 
618 633 2429 
udenor06@madisontelco.com 

Directors 
Northern Region 
Erik Whalen-Pedersen 
9810 N. Hunters Lane 
Spring Grove, IL  60081 
815 675 0426 
NIBA@mchsi.com 
 
Central Region 
David Burns 
14556 N. 1020 East Road 
Fairmont, IL  61841 
217-427-2678 
david@honeybeesonline.com 
 
Southern Region 
Ray Chapman 
R. R. 1 Box 215 
Bunker Hill, IL  62014 
618 585 4506 
honey@bhil.com 
 
ISBA Bulletin Editor 
Larry Krengel 
9409 Voss Road 
Marengo, IL  60152 
815 923 4449 
lkrengel@mc.net 

ISBA Executive Board 2009 

The Illinois State Beekeepers Association Bulletin (USPS 258-600) is published bimonthly at 4274 Taylor Homestead Road, Pleasant Plains, IL  
62677-4024.  Membership is $10.00 per year that includes a one-year subscription to the Bulletin 
 
POSTMASTER: Send address Corrections to Illinois State Beekeepers Association 4274 Taylor Homestead Road, Pleasant Plains, IL  62677-4024. 

 

⇒ State meeting—November 
⇒ State Fair Results 
⇒ Those cute little beetles 
⇒ Nominate a beekeeper of the year 

 

Illinois Queen Initiative 
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