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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Illinois Beekeepers:

If your honey crop this year was short of last year’s

crop, don’t feel alone. It has happened to many of us

throughout Illinois. I have heard a few reports from

beekeepers that have harvested about an equal amount

as in 2002 but they are the exception, by far.  Most of us

have fallen short.

Some beekeepers are in the market to buy honey.

And, the demand for honey has remained steady or even

increased during this year, even with an increase in price.

My honey sales have been brisk.

Well, we have finally put together a full program

for our Annual Fall Meeting on Saturday, November 8.

Just as last year, we will meet in the Agriculture building

auditorium on State Fair Grounds. Registration is from

8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. The meeting will start at 9:00

a.m. and end at 4:00 p.m. You will be able to sign up for

a catered lunch when you register or have lunch on your

own.

Mr. Robin John Mountain, Apiculture Extension

Associate from Kentucky State University, will keynote

our meeting.  He is currently establishing a queen raising

and breeding program for Kentucky and will cover “The

importance of raising local queens” and “Beekeeping

in South Africa” during his two presentations.

Our second speaker, Mr. Charles Lorence, a past

ISBA president, toured New Zealand and part of

Australia along with his wife, Karen. “Chuck” will

present an informative and entertaining slide show of

their adventures, and will likely let us taste some honey

from the land “down under.”

Steve Chard, our Chief Apiary Inspector, will give

us his Apiary Inspection Report for 2003. You can bet

that Steve will cover such topics as “Spread of the Small

Hive Beetle”, “Increase of AFB” and “Api-Life VAR

for varroa and tracheal mites.”

Finally, I extend best wishes to our ISBA Bulletin

editor, Carl Wenning, who has done an outstanding job

over the past four years. Carl informed us that he wishes

to pursue other interests, so this will be his last ISBA

Bulletin newsletter. Carl, “thank you for your hard work.

The best to you and your family, wherever your pursuits

take you.”

As a footnote, Carl said he will remain as our web

master for awhile. Anyone interested in becoming our

new ISBA Bulletin editor, please contact me at (708)

579-9506 or beehansen@juno.com.

See you in Springfield, November 8.

John Hansen
I.S.B.A. President

ISBA FALL MEETING NOVEMBER 8

The I.S.B.A. Annual Fall Meeting will be held

Saturday, November 8, 2003 in the Agriculture Building

Auditorium at the Illinois State Fair Grounds, in

Springfield. Registration will

run from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00

a.m. Meeting begins at 9:00

a.m. and ends at 4:00 p.m.

Featured speakers and their

topics will be:

• Mr. Robin John

Mountain, Apiculture

Extension Associate,

Kentucky State University;



2

APIARY INSPECTORS
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Mr. Mike Gerard Mr. Dan Wright
206 N. 4th, Box 79 P.O. Box 83
Danforth, IL  60930 Kansas, IL  61933
mikegerard3@aol.com 217/948-5353 (home)
815/269-2026 217/948-5121 (work)

Mr. Udell Meyer Mr. Charles Ott
8844 Trio Lane 906 Peoria Avenue
Edwardsville, IL  62025 Lincoln, IL  62656
618/633-2429 217/732-4633

Mrs. Rita Taylor Mr. Darrel Perry
4274 Taylor Homestead Rd. 11 E. Lake Estates
Pleasant Plains, IL  62677 Mt. Sterling, IL 62353
217/626-1319 217/773-2530

Mr. Lynn Osborn                             Mr. Greg Thomas
239 Greenfield                                2089 Palzo Road
Freeport, IL 61032                          Creal Springs, IL  62922
815/236-2264 (cell)                         618/996-3256
815/599-0035 (home)                      G_S_Thomas@msn.com
l.osborn@insightbb.com

Mr. Steve Chard, Chief Apiary Inspector
Illinois Department of Agriculture
Division of Natural Resources
P. O. Box 19281
Springfield, IL  62794-9281
217/785-4233

“Importance of Raising Local Queens” and “Beekeeping

in South Africa”

• Mr. Charles Lorence, 30-year beekeeper and Past

I.S.B.A. President; “Exploring Beekeeping in New

Zealand”

• Mr. Steve Chard, Illinois Department of

Agriculture, Chief Apiary Inspector; “Annual Apiary

Inspection Report.”

Mr. Robin John Mountain is currently developing a

queen raising and breeding program for Kentucky. For

the past four years he was the executive manager of queen

breeding for Strachan Apiaries in California. Mr.

Mountain is originally from South Africa where he and

his father ran one of the largest commercial beekeeping

operations on that continent.

Mr. Charles Lorence and his wife, Karen, recently

spent several weeks in New Zealand visiting numerous

apiaries and interviewing beekeepers. He will present

an informative and entertaining slide show of their

adventures and will likely let us sample some New

Zealand honey.

Mr. Steve Chard will provide a comprehensive report

of apiary inspection activity throughout Illinois during

2003. Subjects such as “Spread of Small Hive Beetle”,

“Increase of American Foul Brood” and “Api-Life VAR

for varoa and tracheal mites” are sure to be described as

part of his presentation.

APIARY INSPECTION SUPERVISOR’S REPORT

The Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA) is
pleased to host the Illinois State Beekeepers Association
2003 Annual Fall Meeting, scheduled for Saturday,
November 8. Like last year, the meeting will be held at
the IDOA’s headquarters at the Illinois State Fairgrounds
in Springfield. The IDOA’s address is 801 Sangamon
Avenue.

To locate the IDOA facility, enter Gate 11, which is

directly west of the Fairgrounds’ Main Gate. As soon as

you go through Gate 11, you will see the IDOA’s building

(large red-brick building) ahead and to your right. Please

park in the IDOA’s main parking lot just west of the

building. Parking spaces next to the building are limited

to handicapped and 1-hour parking. Access to the

building is through the main entrance on the west side

of the building. Once you enter the building, you will be

guided to the registration table and to the auditorium,

where the meeting will take place.

As usual, the ISBA has planned a very interesting

meeting for your enjoyment. A number of informative

presentations will be provided. In terms of information

from the IDOA, I will cover a number of topics of interest

to Illinois’ Apiary Industry. Examples include the annual

inspection report, the small hive beetle, Api Life VAR,

etc.

Please plan to attend this very important meeting.
Not only will you gain valuable information that you
can practice in your apiary, the camaraderie that you will
experience will be fantastic! Look forward to seeing you
on Saturday, November 8.

Steve Chard
Chief Apiary Inspector
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Required Annual Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation

ABOUT THE ILLINOIS STATE

BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

The Illinois State Beekeepers Association was organized

in 1891. Over the years the ISBA has developed a strong

working relationship with local beekeeping associations

throughout the state, and with the Illinois Department of

Agriculture. The purpose and function of the Illinois State

Beekeepers Association (ISBA) is to promote interest in

honey bees and beekeeping by encouraging good beekeeping

practices in Illinois, the utilization of honey bees for

pollination of agricultural crops, and the dissemination of

information about bees and beekeeping.

Through its many activities and programs the ISBA

assists in making beekeeping both a pleasurable and profitable

enterprise for beekeepers in the state. The ISBA recognizes

the importance of a viable honey bee population to the

continuing economic success of Illinois agriculture and

horticulture.

Membership is open to all persons interested in honey

bees and beekeeping. Membership is usually a benefit of

membership in on of 15 local affiliates. Individual “at large”

memberships are available for $6 per calendar year. At-large

dues should be paid directly to ISBA secretary Rita Taylor.

There are a number of practical benefits associated with

ISBA membership but, perhaps, none is more important that

the joy of making new friends and meeting with them several

times a year.

* Networking: The ISBA has approximately 500 members.

If you have a problem or a question, there are many

members to call on for help and/or answers.

* Meetings: There are two meetings during the year where

experts from all over the U.S. come to speak about their

fields of expertise. Local, state, and national news is

shared at the meetings.

* ISBA Bulletin: Members receive a bimonthly newsletter

featuring original articles, monthly columns, notices

about upcoming events and seminars, and minutes of

ISBA board meetings.

* Association Journal Rates: Members receive 25%

discounts on American Bee Journal, Bee Culture, and

The Speedy Bee.

To learn more about the Illinois State Beekeepers

Association, visit the association web site at http://

www.isba.ws/.



Directors

Northern Region

Ken Haller

627 S. Saylor Ave.

Elmhurst, IL 60126

(630) 359-3991

Central Region

Jill Mayes

P. O. Box 274

Mackinaw, IL 61755

(309) 359-8600

Southern Region

Ray Chapman

R.R. 1, Box 215

Bunker Hill, IL 62014

(618) 585-4506

ISBA Bulletin Editor

Carl J. Wenning

21 Grandview Drive

Normal, IL 61761-4071

(309) 454-4164
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President

John Hansen

127 N. Madison Ave.

LaGrange, IL 60525

(708) 579-9506

Vice President

William Buckley

6525 S. Western Ave.

Willowbrook, IL 60527

(630) 654-1867

Secretary

Rita Taylor

4274 Taylor Homestead Rd.

Pleasant Plains, IL 62677-4024

(217) 626-1319

Treasurer

Udell Meyer

8844 Trio Lane

Edwardsville, IL 62025

(618) 633-2429
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BULLETIN (USPS 258-600) is published bimonthly at 4274

Taylor Homestead Road, Pleasant Plains, IL  62677-4024.

Second Class postage paid at Pleasant Plains, IL. Member-

ship is $6.00 per year which includes a one-year subscrip-

tion to this newsletter.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Illinois State

Beekeepers Association, 4274 Taylor Homestead Road,

Pleasant Plains, IL 62677-4024.
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Rita Taylor, Secretary
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Pleasant Plains, IL 62677-4024
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Membership in the Illinois State Beekeepers Associa-

tion is open to all persons interested in bees and bee-

keeping. Beekeepers are urged to join through their lo-

cal associations. Dues for 2003 are $6 for the calendar

year, January 1 through December 31 only. Dues in-

clude a subscription to this newsletter, the ISBA Bulle-

tin. Beekeeping journals are available at about 25% dis-

count to members as listed below; rates are subject to

change without prior notice. Make checks payable to:

Illinois State Beekeepers Association and mail to: Rita

Taylor, Secretary, 4274 Taylor Homestead Road, Pleas-

ant Plains, IL  62677-4024.

Please indicate new or renewal subscription when
ordering journals.

ADDRESS CHANGES: Send old and new address six

weeks prior to date of change when practical to: Rita

Taylor, Secretary, 4274 Taylor Homestead Road, Pleas-

ant Plains, IL  62677-4024.

Reduced Journal Rates for 2003 (members only)

       1 Yr.         2 Yr.     3 Yr.

American Bee Journal      $16.45     $31.30       $44.05

Bee Culture       $17.00     $32.00      N/A

The Speedy Bee       $13.25     $25.25       $34.00

ISBA Executive Board 2003


